1-2 December
This speech is much noticed in the northern newspapers,
who have at last broken the silence and openly discuss the many
rumours about the King's private affairs which have been widely
talked of in the last months, and especially since Mrs. Simpson's
divorce. For a long time it has been openly said in America, and
especially in the more scurrilous papers, that King Edward
intends to marry Mrs. Simpson directly after the Coronation,
and to make her Queen. But the English newspapers hitherto
have said nothing.
Wednesday z                                                        THE KING
All the papers, London and provincial, to-day comment on
the rumours about the King and Mrs. Simpson, and there is a
notable weakness in Government Stocks on the Stock Exchange,
where there is some concern felt that a constitutional crisis is at
hand. At six o'clock in the evening Mr. Baldwin drove to
Buckingham Palace, and remained with the King for about
an hour.
SPAIN
Eighteen aeroplanes bombed Madrid in the morning, de--
stroying several houses and killing civilians. The BritishJXIJfcs
were taken to see results, and were so horrified that thejTsent a
telegram to General Franco protesting against the bombing
of areas known to be inhabited wholly by civilians, and de-
nouncing it as an outrage. The situation in Madrid is much
more favourable to the Government. Thousands of volunteers
from all over Europe are arriving, as well as supplies, and there
are now many new guns on the heights of Madrid well supplied
with ammunition. In the air the Government has also many
bombing and fighter aeroplanes with bright red-coloured
mountings. Fifty prisoners were shot at Alicante at the week-
end in reprisal for the insurgent air-raids.
"VOLUNTEERS" IN SPAIN
It is said that a large contingent of Germans, estimated at
5,000, has landed at Cadiz, and passed through Seville on its
way to the insurgent front. These volunteers are not wearing
uniforms, but are reported to have come with arms and equip-
ment. The report is denied in Berlin, where it is said that if
there are any Germans taking part in the Spanish war they can
only be a few volunteers.
In Parliament, the Bill for preventing the carrying of arms
from foreign ports to Spain in British ships was hotly debated;
286